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t ween their sensible ideas and the words of 
language, or be must have endowed those 
nan with the gifts of prescience, 
and have impelled them to fabricate a 
pretended revelation for the purpose of deceiv- 
ing the world, and involving themselves in 
certain and foreseen destruction. 

"The power necessary to perform the one 
series of those miracle* may, for anything 
known to us, but as great as that which would 
be required for the performance of the other ; 
and considered merely as exertions of pre- 
ternatural power, they* may seem to balance 
each other, and to bold the mind in a state of 
suspense; hut, when we take into considera- 
tion the different purposes for which these 
opposite and contending miracles were 
wrought, the balance is instantly destroyed. 
The miracles recorded in the Gospels, if real, 
were wrought in support of a revelation which 
in the opinion of all by whom it is received, 
has brought to light many important truths, 
which otherwise could not have been made 
known to meu, and which, by the confession 
of its adveissries, contains the purest moral 
precepts hy which the conduct of mankind 
was ever directed, The opposite series of 
miracles, if real, was performed to enable, and 
to compel, a company of Jews, of the narrow- 
est education, to fabricate, with the view of 
inevitable destruction to themselves, a consis- 
tent scheme of falsehood, and by an appeal to 
forged mitacles to impose it upon the world 
as a revelation from heaven. The object of 
the former miracles is worthy of a God of in- 
finite wisdom, goodness, and power ; the ob- 
ject of the latter is absolutely inconsistent 
with wisdom and goodness, which are demon- 
strably attributes of that being by whose pow- 
er alone, miracles can be performed. Whence 
it certainly follows, that the supposition of the 
apostles bearing Jala* testimony to the mira- 
cles of their Master, implies a service of devi- 
ation from the laws of nature infinitely less 
probable in themselves than those miracles. 
So true it is, that for the reality of the Gospel 
miracles we have evidence as convincing to 
the reflecting mind as those had who were 
contemporary with Christ and his apostles, 
and were actual witnesses of their mighty 
works. Should my dear friend read this ar- 
ticle, as he most probably will, I hope be will, 
with candor weigh these arguments ; and it is 
to be hoped he may yet have cause to change 
his mind upon this important and interesting 
subject. May God bless this humble effort 
to the strengthening of the faith of his child- 
ren. Amen. 
EUerton, Ohio. 

MI RELIGION 01 PATIENCE. 

BY WILL RADER, 

Practical religion is ripe Christianity. It 
is a criterion of faith and devotion. The small 
things ot life are our greatest barriers. A fly 
on a man's nose will become an unbearable 
burden, and most of our unbearable burdens 
are about the size of a By. Most people look 
st trouble through a magnifying glass. Im- 
agination causes more sorrow than reality. 
Patience <s generic in its mora) and spiritual 
results. It is a golden virtue and he who en- 
joys its beneficent power is a happy and for- 
tunate man. Patience in little things means 
success in big thing**. 

I recently read, in wunc daily paper, some 
thing about a minister, who having lost his 
shirt button, tan around wildly, actually los 
ing his temper, hunting his lost treasure ; 
meanwhile causing his good wife sorrow suffi- 
cient to compel her to go into an adjoining 
room and, woman fashion, weep away her sad 
iiess. That alter noon the preacher went out 
to call on some of his sick parishioneo, and on 
his return he said to his wife, "What a won- 
derful thing is the grace ot God. What can 
it not do for people t There was Mis. B. who 
has been on a sick bed for so many weeks ; 
she is perfectly resigned and patiently await- 
ing the summons of her Father. And there 
was Mr. A. who is a beautiful example of 
Christian fortitude and patience, and young 
Mr.C.wbo never complains, and it is all owing 
to the grace of God." "Yes ; n responded his 
wife, "God's grace can do marvelous things, 
but it seems it cannot help you to control your 
temper when you loose your shirt button." 
The lesson was timely and significant The 
religion of patience is sunshine to every home, 
beauty in every character, joy to every soul, 
and peace to every mind- Bishop Wilson 
said that temper was nine-tenths of Christian- 
ity, Dr. Chalmers says "Heaven is a temper 
not a place. Temper is largely governed by 
patience ; or rather, as cheerfulness accompa- 
nies patience; temper accompanies the ab- 
sense of it. The world is full of impatient 
grumbling people. They are miserable them- 
selves and make every body miserable who 
comes in contact with them. They look the 
wrong way at everything and everybody." 
They believe in that raise philosophy that 
"Whatever is, is wrong." Every community 


has its grumblers and fault finders. They tee 
the negative side of everything, except their 
own mean selves. On the whole are an im- 

Snlsive, impatient people. When Herbert 
pencer said that we were living too fast, he 
meant we were impatient and restless. 

The religion of patience is the creed of joy. 
Patience is the mother of cheerfulness, of sun- 
shine, of happiness. How often do we permit 
little petty cares to drive away the sunshine 
from onr bomps, our lives, our ideas of men 
and things. It was said of the good and pa- 
tient king Alfred, that "good fortune accom- 
panied him like a gift of God.' 1 The great 
Marlborough writing to his friend Godolphin 
said that "patience will overcome all things." 
The religion of patience not only helps to 
brighten our homes, cheer our hearts, light 
onr paths, in the ordinary affairs of life ; but, 
in a deep religious sense, it aids essentially in 
our submission to him "who doth all thing* 
well." If we begin to gather the small flow- 
ers of virtue, when we begin our journey of 
life, when we end this solemn journey at the 
grave, we will have flowers sufficient in num 
ber and beauty to cover well our grave — our 
memory! "How carefully," says St. Francis 
de Sales, "we should cherich the little virtues 
which spring up at the foot of the Cross." 
When the saint was asked, "what virtues do 
you mean?" he replied: "Humility, patience, 
meekness, benignity, bearing one another's 
but dens, condescension, softness of heart, 
cheerfulness, cordiality, compassion, forgiving 
injuries, simplicity, candor — all, in short, ot 
that sort of little virtues. They, like unob- 
trusive violets love the shade ; like them are 
sustained by dew ; and though like them they 
make show, they shed a sweet odor on all 
around." Patience is sorrow'!* most effective 
panacea. In life's rough pathway, it is the 
sweetest flower which struggles up between 
the stones at your feet. It begets hope, and, 
as, Thales, the philosopher, said, "Even those 
who have nothing else have hope." Let us 
then go through the world, not as a vessel 
drifting on- a ''sunless sea" — rudderless and 
without anchor or compass, but rather let us 
sail with hope as our guiding star, and pa- 
tience as the rudder, and Gud as the one who 
being at the helm, places us in the harbor of 
eternal and ceaseless joy. 


Cedarville, Pa. 


SLANDER. 
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The sin of slander is 
the catalogue of crime, 
the slanderer inwardly 


one of the darkest in 
With satanic delight 
exults and triumphs 
when he beholds the bleeding and sit Hi-ring of 
his innocent victims. When his pecuniary 
advantage, feelings of jealousy, or exalting 
self at the expense of pulling another down, 
demands it, he hesitates not to attack the fair 
fame and character of the purest and must in- 
nocent. Yes, the 8|x>tlcss character of the 
purest lady, or the minister of God, may by 
his hints and insinuations, be for years great- 
ly injured, and families, neighbors, and even 
the church disturbed and greatly injured. 
Surely the slanderer is to be dreaded and 
shunned as you would the deadly serpent, and 
more poisonous is his venom than that of the 
asp. 

Of all characters in society, a slanderer i* 
the most odious, and the most likely to .pro- 
duce mischief. "His tongue," says (he great 
Massillon, "is a devouring lire, which tarnishes 
whatever it touches ; which exercises its fury 
on the good grain equally as on the chaff ; on 
the profane as on the sacred ; which wher- 
ever it passes, leaves only desolation and ruin; 
digs even into the bowels of the earth ; turns 
into vile ashes what only a moment before 
had appeared to us as precious and brilliant j 
acts with more violence and danger than ever 
in the time when it was apparently smothered 
up and almost extinct ; which blackens what 
it cannot consume, and sometimes sparkles 
and delights before it destroys. It is an as- 
semblage ot iniquity ; a secret pride, which 
discovers to us the mote in our brother's eye, 
but hides the beam which is in our own ; a 
mean envy, which, hurt at the prosperity or 
talents of others, makes them the object of its 
censures, and studies to dim the splendor of 
whatever out shines itself ; a distinguished 
hatred, which sheds in its speeches the bidden 
venom of the heart ; an unworthy duplicity, 
which praises to the face and tears in pieces 
behind the back, a shameful levity which has 
no command over itself or words, and often 
sacrifices both fortune and comfort to the im- 

fsrudence of an amusing conversation ; a de- 
t berate barbarity, which goes to pierce an 
absent brother, a scandal, where we become a 
subject of shame and sin to those who listen 
to us ; and injustice, where we ravish from 
our brother what is dearest to him. It is a 
restless evil, which disturbs society, spreads 
dissension through cities, and countries ; dis- 
unites the strictest friendship ; is the source 
of hatred and revenge ; Alls wherever it enters 


with disturbances and confusion ; and every- 
where is an enemy to peace, comfort and chris- 
tian good breeding. 

Lastly, it is an evil full of deadly poison : 
whatever flows from it is infected, and poisons 
whatever it approaches, even its praises are 
im poisoned ; its applauses malicious ; its si- 
lence criminal; its gestures, mot ions and looks 
have all their venom, and spread it each in 
their way. Still more dreadful is this evil 
when it is foutid among those who are the 
professed disciples of Jesus Christ. Ah ! 
the church formerly held in horror the exhi- 
bition of gladiators, and denied that believers 
brought up in the tenderness and benignity 
of Jesus Christ, could innocently feast their 
eyes with the blood and death of these unfor- 
tunate slaves, but these reiew more detesti- 
blc shows, for they bring upon the stage, not 
infamous vultures devoted to death, but mem- 
bers of Jesus Christ, their brethren r and 
there thev entertain the spectators with 
wounds which they inflict on persons who 
have devoted themselves to God." 

Lord, pity and convert the slanderer, wheth- 
er within or without the church. 

EUertun, Okiu. 
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Useless Perp'eitties. 
Moralists relate the following story : In 
the days of knight-errantry, when individual 
adventurers rode about the world seeking em- 
ployment in their profession, which was that 
of the sword, two strong and warlike knights 
coming from opposite directions, met each 
other at a place, where a statue was erected. 
On the arm of the statue was a shield, one 
side of which was of iron, thu other of brass, 
and as our two heroes reined up their steeds 
the statue was upon the side of the road be- 
tween them, in such a maimer that the shield 
presented its surface of brass to one, and of 
iron to the other. They immediately fell into 
conversation in regard to the structure before 
them, when one, incidentally alluding to the 
iron shield, the other corrected him by its- 
marking that it was of brass. The knight 
upon the iron side of ' course did not receive 
the correction ; lie maintained that he, himself 
was right ; and after carrying on the'eoutro- 
versy a short time by harsh lauguagc,the dis- 
putants gradually grew angry, and soon drew 
their swords. A long and furious combat en- 
sued ; and when at lost both were exhausted, 
and lying upon the ground, they found that 
the whole cause of their trouble was that 
• licy could not see both sides of a shield at a 
time. 

Now, religious truth is sometimes Mich a 
shield, with various assets, and the human 
mind cannot clearly see all at a time. Two 
Christian knights, clad in strong armor, come 
up to some subject a moral agency, and view 
it from optsosite stations. One looks at the 
power which man has over his heart, and, lay- 
ing his foundation there, he builds up his 
theory upon that alone. .Another looks upon 
the divine power in the human heart, and, 
laying his own separate foundation, builds up 
hi? theory. The inn nan mind is inea liable, in 
tact, of grasping the subject — of understand- 
ing how man can be free and accountable. 
and yet be so much under the control of God 
as the Bible represents. Our Christian sold- 
iers, however, do trot consider this. Each 
takes his own view, and carries it out so far 
as to interfere with that of the other. Thev 
converse about it — they talk more and more 
warmly — then a long controversy ensues, and 
if they have influence over ot here their dispute 
agitates the Church, and divides brethren 
from brethren. And why V Why, just be- 
cause our Creator has so formed us that we 
cannot from one jioint of view, sec both sides 
of the shield at the same time. The -combat- 
ants, after a long battle are both unhorsed 
and wounded; their useful nessattd their Chris- 
tian character is injured or destroyed. 

Now, what is the true course for us to take 
in regard to such a subject? Simply this: 
Look atourdeitendenceoiiGodfora change of 
heart, and for the exercise of right feeling, 
just as the Bible presents this subject, and go 
cordially and fully just as far as the Bible 
goes which is a great way. Fix in your heart 
that feeling of dependence and humility which 
this view is calculated to give. Then look at 
the other aspect of this subject, the active 
power ot man, and go just as tar as the Bible 
goes, and carefully leant the lesson of dili- 
gence which it teaches. Suppose you cannot 
And where the two come together ; be willing 
to remain ignorant of a theory which God has 
not revealed, — Met. Jacob Abbott. 



Events ore only the shells of ideas ; and 
often it i« the fluent thought of ages that is 
crystallized in a moment by the stroke of a 
pen or the point of a bayonet. 

The small courtesies sweeten life; the great- 
er ennoble it. 

Trust not the praise of a friend nor the 
contempt ol in enemy. 


AtLmatal 
A young man whom I know, has more than 
once told me, in confidence, that though he 
owned two town lota, yet he was always in 
debt. His small family was pinched until he- 
began to give a tenth, holding it as necessary ' 
as his grocery bill, and God as a "preferred 
creditor." From that time began a prosper- 
ity which enabled him to pay his debts much 
sooner ; he has had money when necessary, 
his prosperity lias increased so that he does 
not fear for his family if he should die ; and 
he has been happier in letting his light shine 
as a Christian. His is the uniform story of 
those who adopt the tithe as a basis of their 
beneficence. Undertaken as a grace of the 
Christian life, it proves God's promise of tem- 
poral prosperity, and usually awakens satis- 
laction and enthusiasm, earning the right to 
be called "the condition of spiritual, and the 
occasion of temporal blessing."' 

What are the principles on which this re- 
quirement of the tithe is based ¥ Broad prin- 
ciples in the Word of God. 

God, by creation, has a right to all our 
time and all our strength or money which we 
earn with it ; but he has allowed us the larger 
share of each and demanded only the smaller 
for himself. He mentions the seventh of the 
days and the tenth of the possessions as his. 
The Sabbath was given for the body and soul 
to rest and grow holy, approaching the image 
of him who rested and is infinitely holy. The 
tithe was required that we may imitate the 
great Giver, and as a token that our all is His. 
When som£ object that the title is a Mosaic 
institution, and the New Testament coin- 
mauds it not, I say, "Please take a broader 
view." Some say tlie same of the Sabbath. 
But both antedate Moses. Adam had the 
Sabbath. Abel's property was such that he 
could otter it all to God, if necessary, Abram, 
the great example ot New Testament faith, 
paid tithes to the King of Righteousness. 
Tithing is found in the infancy of the church; 
was handed over to the New Testament by 
the expiring words of the Old Testament 
(Mai. .1 : III), and is a delight now. Our hu- 
man nature is the same as Adam's, and since 
God has not changed, the same ordinances 
are as necessary for us. The scale of giving 
is increased all the way through, but the 
practice is just as binding. The tenth is the 
least ; that was A brain's share, After Moses 
it was one-third, a tenth was the least. After 
Christ and the Apostles, it was all, at least a 
tenth. If so much was asked from the ser- 
vant of God when religion was limited to* 
Palestine and when Christ had not yet come, 
how much more must we give, whose field is 
a world for which Christ died ! At least a 
tenth ! Many ought to far exceed this. As 
one says: "Everybody knows that giving 
only a tenth was a beggarly Jewish notion 
it n worthy, of a Christian." There may be 
some so [»oor that they ought not to give 
more- ; but you will never hear any who have 
tried it faithfully say they ought to give less. 
Others sometimes say so for them ; but a 
tenth giver, never. They tell you that nine- 
tenths with God's blessing go lather than the 
whole when they can claim the promises of 
that covenant ; and that (he consciousness of 
obeying the requirement makes the giving a 
>leasurc which cannot be otherwise experi- 
enced. The obligation is sweet. We are 
as happy in obeying God as David in the 
Psalms, 

How many would give even the tenth un- 
less they felt the requirement. The Hebrews 
were examples of juyful obedience because 
tht: property of which God said "the tithe is 
the Lord's" came from stock-raising and ag- 
riculture, and depended most helplessly upon 
Gi si's continuous protection from robber na- 
tions and his gift of rains. When they gave 
according to the co.nmaudments, they were 
t he richest and most powerful nation of the 
world ; but when they "robbed God" they had 
nothing left besides their useless ancestral 
lands from which they were carried captive. 
God will give to us, for the same obedience, 
prosperity and continuance ofi ncome. 

Some one says : "I give a great deal more 
than a tenth. I don't know how much." WelL 
them you miss the satisfaction of a partner- 
ship with God, which you cannot otherwise 
have so completely as by an agreement with 
him to give proportionately. If you covenant 
to give one-tenth of your salary and one-fifth 
of all other business profits, you will feel safer 
and nearer to God in a trade than if you say, 
"I will give $140 this year." Every Chris- 
tian ought to make a rule, "If God keeps me 
alive, at least a tenth of my pittance or more 
of my fort one is his." Then whenever in. 
worldly service he enables us to prosper, a 
per cent, of its proceeds go to him, and ft be- 
comes heavenly service. Our lives are glori- 
fied and as prosperity incr e ases, the grace in- 
creases in iw. We are larger partners in the 
expenses and work of his kingdom. We are 
joyfnl workers together with nim. — Mem. Om. 
A. Sood, in the Aipamt. 
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